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Newsletter 
Fall 2009 
The cool fall temperatures are now upon us after a summer of weird and ever-changing 
weather.  From the weather to the financial markets itõs been an upside-down year.  There is 
no question that this has had an effect on The Friends and our budget. Therefore, the letter 
I am writing is a bit different than those of the past.  This letter is asking for your help and 
support in meeting our fiscal needs. 

During this past year, our revenue fell short in the amount of $5,000 due to decreased 
revenue from plant sales and outside tours, not from any increase in spending.  We have 
been tightening our belts and looking to save money wherever we can ð please see the 
related article on newsletter going ògreeneró and digital. We know things are tough all over 
the landscape and we, like others, are not immune from this severe economic downturn. 
Our goal in raising $5,000 is not immense but it is critical to enable us to continue to hire 
interns each summer and do site improvements. 

The FHF Board of Directors is 
looking hard at how to cut corners 
and find other sources of funding for 
the UVM interns who maintain the 
Hort. Farm collections with help 
from the many volunteers: FHF 
members, Master Gardeners and 
some new folks who found us 
through United Way's website. 
 However, we need your support in 
order to continue to maintain and 
improve the many plant collections 
including the crabapples, lilacs and 
woody plants like our 
rhododendrons, conifers, viburnums, 
and other kinds of trees and 
shrubs, in addition to the perennial 

gardens, the Woodland Walk and Skinner Fern Collection. 

Each year, we organize and facilitate over 20 workshops 
along with landscape tours and publish this newsletter as a 
primary benefit of membership in The Friends. But these 
activities barely generate enough income to cover costs, requiring the FHF Board of Directors to find money from 
other sources. Let me assure you that despite these hard financial times, the mission of The Friends of Horticulture 
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The Friends of the Horticulture Farm 

Newsletter - a quarterly publication of the 

Friends of the Horticulture Farm. Members of 

the Friends are always welcome, and 

encouraged, to contribute letters to the editor 

and articles for this newsletter.  

 

Please send your contributions to: 

The Friends of the Horticulture Farm 

Newsletter Department 

PO Box 64788 

Burlington, VT 05406-4788 or: 

info@friendsofthehortfarm.org 

or krisbiel3@yahoo.com 

 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE:  

November 15, 2009 

 

NEWSLETTER STAFF: 

Kristina Bielenberg, Editor-in-Chief 

Sarah Montgomery, Design  

Lee Diamond and Jennifer Mills, Production 

and Layout 

 

 

 

 

The Friends of The Horticulture Farm is a 

non-profit, tax-exempt, membership 

corporation dedicated to the protection, 

promotion and enhancement of the UVM 

Horticultural Research Center (the Hort. 

Farm), its plant collections, and natural areas, 

for education, research and public enrichment.  

 

The Hort. Farm is located at 65 Green 

Mountain Drive in South Burlington, VT 

 - just off Route 7. 

 

Visit our web site: 

www.friendsofthehortfarm.org  

 

 

Farm has not changed. We are still here to protect, promote and enhance the many plant collections which some 
call "the Jewels in the Garden Crown."   

Thus, we ask for your help, in whatever way you can, with donations both 
large or small.  We need your help to plant the seeds of a successful 
tomorrow. We will all overcome this challenging time when we work and 

give together.ΟΟ 

Please be generous and donate today.  Mail your check to: P.O. Box 
64788, Burlington, VT 05406-4788.  Be sure to indicate on the memo line 
of your check that you are making a òDonationó.  Given that The Friends 
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation, you will be able to take a tax 
deduction for the full amount of your donation. If youõve let your 
membership lapse or your membership is close to expiring, please 
consider renewing today.  You can use the renewal form at the end of this 
newsletter to do so.  

Thank you, 

Kyle Albee, FHF President 

 

Notice of Annual FHF Membership Meeting 

All FHF members are invited to our Annual Membership Meeting on 
Saturday, October 17th, at the UVM Horticultural Research Center (Hort. 
Farm.) in South Burlington from 12:30 - 3:00pm. This is an opportunity 
to get together with old friends and meet new ones.  As in past years, we 
will review a list of this yearõs accomplishments, have some refreshments 
(including a selection of the finest apples from our orchards), elect new 
board members for 2010, and most of all solicit your input as to where, 
what, and how you would like to see the Friends advance our mission. 

As you are now aware, our organization is facing financial challenges due 
to the down turn in the economy and we will be soliciting your thoughts 
on how to raise funds to continue caring for the Hort. Farm collections 
and sponsoring a tremendous calendar of events in the coming year.  Our 
organization has been and remains vibrant, but your input and 
involvement is encouraged and needed going forward. 

We remind you that it takes 21 voting members to have a quorum at our 
Annual Membership Meeting, so we encourage you to renew your 
membership today (if youõve let it lapse), invite another member of The 
Friends to ride with you, or sign up a new member today.  We look 
forward to seeing you there and in receiving your ideas.   
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Reminder: This is the final paper copy 
 of the FHF newsletter. 

 

 

Mushroom Workshop Sept. 2009 

The Friends Newsletter is  GGGOOOIII NNN GGG      GGGRRREEEEEENNN    !!!  
 
To continue to receive your newsletter, please SEND US YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS! 

At the end of 2009, this newsletter will be distributed by e-mail.  By going to an electronic format, we hope to be 
more efficient, environmentally friendly, and more cost-effective in the distribution of this quarterly publication. 
The FHF will continue to put out an excellent quarterly newsletter to keep our members engaged and informed 
about our activities and topics of horticultural interest. Should you prefer a paper newsletter, we encourage you to 
print a copy. 

The decision to go òdigitaló has been discussed for some time and is long 
overdue.  The reality is: our volunteers spend an inordinate amount of time 
assembling our newsletter for mailing and the costs of printing and postage 
continue to rise.  Following the lead of many other non-profit organizations, 
it only makes sense for us to email this publication to our membersð the cost  
and time savings will be significant.  

To help us make a smooth transition to an e-newsletter format, we simply ask you send us your name and preferred 
email address to  info@friendsofthehortfarm.org  
If you are about to renew your membership, you can also use the renewal form at the end of this newsletter to 
report your preferred email address.   
 
If you do not have email access, we can continue to snail mail a paper newsletter.  However, we ask that you Let Us 
Know that this is your preference.  Please send us a postcard including your name, mailing address, and the words 
òSend me a paper newsletteró to:  The Friends of the Hort Farm, PO Box 64788, Burlington, VT  05406-4788.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

'Thanks for putting the Walk 
together, it was a great way to 
spend part of our Sunday!' 
~ Joyce 

mailto:info@friendsofthehortfarm.org


 

 

Lynn T. Cummings has graciously donated one of her spectacular 
watercolor paintings, 'Yellow Hibiscus', to benefit The Friends of 
the Horticulture Farm. We will have a silent auction on meeting 
day, with the highest bidder taking home this lovely painting. 
Lynn's love of color and nature are evident in her brilliant florals, 
botanicals and landscapes. She has a masterõs degree in education 
and teaches watercolor workshops. For information about 
original works of art or greeting cards by the artist, please contact 
Lynn at: Lynn.Cummings@uvm.edu, or 802-862-8638.  Image 

copyrighted by the artist. 
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